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Follow me.
                    Matthew 4:19
Fairview Reformed Presbyterian Church
www.fairviewpca.org 
 724-643-8104 | office@fairviewpca.org

December 22, 2024  |  10:45am


Advent Worship Service
Today, as we continue in the season of Advent, we consider the flight to Egypt. 
What is God telling us about Jesus? What is God teaching us about salvation?

CALL TO WORSHIP – Hosea 11:1 
“When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
and out of Egypt I called my son.”

 *SONGS OF WORSHIP ……..... “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” (No. 182)

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (No. 177)

 *PRAYER OF ADORATION AND INVOCATION

  THE SONGS OF JESUS – Advent Candle Scripture Preparation
“Simeon’s Song” – Hannah Forton and Emma Masters
Scripture Reading – Luke 2:25-35
Candle Lighting
Prayer

Advent candle-lighting is like a visual object lesson for Scripture readings during advent. Lit candles one by one remind us of promises and scriptures about Jesus, the light of the world.

  CONFESSION OF FAITH: Westminster Shorter Catechism, Question 27
Q: Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist?
A: Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being born, and that in a low condition, made under the law, undergoing the miseries of this life, the wrath of God, and the cursed death of the cross; in being buried, and continuing under the power of death for a time.

*HYMN OF FAITH …………………………………....... “Jesus Strong and Kind” 

[bookmark: _Hlk90892959]  FACING MISERIES: PRAISES AND REQUESTS
  ADMITTING SIN: CONFESSION OF SIN
  ASSURANCE OF GRACE – Romans 8:22-24a
  PASTORAL PRAYER 

  WORSHIP WITH TITHES AND OFFERINGS
  PRAYER OF DEDICATION

 *SCRIPTURE READING…………………..……...……Matthew 2:13-15 (p. 1026)
**PRAYER OF ENLIGHTENMENT 

MESSAGE .......................................... “The Forgotten Christmas Story”

 *SONG OF TRUST ................................................ “The Lord is My Salvation”

  BENEDICTION
  PARTING SONG …. “Joy to the World” (v3 only)

*PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
**CHILDREN AGES 4 THRU 1ST GRADE, 
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP IS AVAILABLE

December 22, 2024

 “Jesus Christ for West Beaver County.” 


Songs for Worship
  2 | Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded –
For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
Our full homage to demand.

2. At his feet the six-winged seraph
cherubim with sleepless eye
Veil their faces to the presence,
As with ceaseless voice they cry,
“Alleluia, Alleluia
Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

































1  |  Angels, from the Realms of Glory

1. Angels, from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.
Chorus - Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

2. Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing, 
Yonder shines the infant Light.   Chorus

3. Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations,
Ye have seen His natal star. Chorus

4. Saints before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In His temple shall appear.  Chorus

  






4 | The Lord is My Salvation

1. The grace of God has reached for me.
And pulled me from the raging sea.
And I am safe on this solid ground. 
The Lord is my salvation. 

2. I will not fear when darkness falls. 
His strength will help me scale these walls.
I’ll see the dawn of the rising sun. 
The Lord is my salvation. 

Chorus
Who is like the Lord our God?
Strong to save, faithful in love.
My debt is paid and the vict’ry won
The Lord is my salvation!

3. My hope is hidden in the Lord
He flow’rs each promise of His word.
When winter fades, I know spring will come.
The Lord is my salvation.

4. In times of waiting times of need
When I know loss, when I am weak.
I know His grace will renew these days
The Lord is my salvation. Chorus

5. And when I reach the final day
He will not leave me in the grave
But I will rise, He will call me home.
The Lord is my salvation. Chorus then bridge

Bridge
Glory be to God the Father
Glory be to God the Son
Glory be to God the Spirit
The Lord is our salvation! X2 Chorus





 3 | Jesus Strong and Kind
1. Jesus said that if I thirst, 
I should come to Him.
No one else can satisfy, 
I should come to Him.

2. Jesus said If I am weak,
 I should come to Him.
No one else can be my strength,
 I should come to Him.

Chorus: For the Lord is good and faithful
He will keep us day and night.
We can always run to Jesus
Jesus, strong and kind.
3. Jesus said that if I fear, 
I should come to Him.
No one else can be my shield,
 I should come to Him. Chorus
4. Jesus said if I am lost, 
He will come to me.
And He showed me on that cross,
 He will come to me. Chorus 2X’s
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   5 |    Joy to the World (No. 170 V.3)

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.











Welcome

Welcome to worship. We are pleased you chose to worship with us today. If you have any questions about God, the Bible, or our church, or would just like to say hello, please talk with Pastor Jeff. 
Nursery is available. See or call JoAnna with any questions. 724-601-7153.
· Children’s Worship, led by Marie Fowler & 
                                   Helper Saphira Fowler

                                                                                 
The Lord’s Day
[bookmark: _Hlk113534370][bookmark: _Hlk144981134]   9:30am – Sunday Education Hour 
[bookmark: _Hlk169777738]Sunday School opens at 9:30am in the sanctuary. 
Sunday School Superintendent: Kara Masters
Kids and Youth Classes
Toddlers thru Pre-K: Room LL 203  Marie Fowler, 
 Diane Justice  & Marci Thoman
[bookmark: _Hlk176428948] K thru 2nd: Room LL302  - Charity & Giles te Velde
3rd thru 4th:Room LL204  –  Bre Hooks & JoAnna Zehnder
5th thru 8th: Library – Heidi Shepler
9th thru 12th: joining in with both adult classes

Adult Classes 
[bookmark: _Hlk172799689]Conversational Christianity – Led by Jeff Lyden
                                                                     (Video Room)
Love & Relationships – Led by John Gallo
                                                                 (Fellowship Hall) 

Sunday Worship
[bookmark: _Hlk142046123][bookmark: _Hlk176428273][bookmark: _Hlk175219290][bookmark: _Hlk184895485][bookmark: _Hlk184290626][bookmark: _Hlk182475113][bookmark: _Hlk181269604][bookmark: _Hlk180662954][bookmark: _Hlk178244296][bookmark: _Hlk177033513]10:45am Morning Worship – Matthew 2:13-15 “The Forgotten Christmas Story.” All of Jesus’ origin story points to his uniqueness and transcendence, the one and only savior for all people. Today, the Scriptures remind us of one Christmas story that is rarely told in cheery settings. It is the time when Jesus’ family became refugees in Egypt. What is this here for? While this story is often lost, what it teaches about our salvation is something that should never be lost!
[bookmark: _Hlk184895589]6:00pm Evening Worship – Come out and choose your favorite Christmas hymns to sing. We will sing, we will have prayer. Come with praises and requests to bring. And God’s word will be proclaimed.

       



This Week

[bookmark: _Hlk100643035]This week the office will be open on Monday, Tuesday and Friday from 9am – 2pm.
Monday 
[bookmark: _Hlk184633220]    10am Bowling – All are welcome! Calcutta lanes.
Tuesday   
7pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is a simple but elegant reminder that into this dark world, a great light shines. Jesus is “the Light of the world” (John 8:12). Director of Student Ministries and Pastoral Intern Tony Carroscia will be bringing the message. Offerings received that night will go to the Look/After Fund, a fund to help PCA ministers (including missionaries) or their widows in need. Many pastors and missionaries make sacrifices to do the Lord’s work and do not finish their active service with sufficient retirement savings. 
Wednesday 
[bookmark: _Hlk176256591]    Merry Christmas! 
Note: There are no kids or adult activities for the next two Wednesdays, as we reflect upon Christmas and the new year. These activities will resume on January 8, 2025 at 10am (Ladies Bible Study) and 6:30pm (Covenant Kids, the Rock & Prayer & Study). Feel free to meet up with others of your church family.
   
[bookmark: _Hlk130210598][bookmark: _Hlk130812692][bookmark: _Hlk133228840][bookmark: _Hlk153181818][bookmark: _Hlk132022558]Next Sunday – Advent Continues
[bookmark: _Hlk146532039][bookmark: _Hlk156208521]9:30am Sunday School & Adult Education Hour – We provide Sunday morning education classes for all ages, toddler through adult. Join us for the opening in the sanctuary before heading off to class.
10:45am Morning Worship – Matthew 2:16-18 “Pursued By Kings.” All of Jesus’ origin story points to his uniqueness and transcendence, the one and only savior for all people. Next Sunday, we see how Herod sent the area around Bethlehem into mourning. What does this teach us?
6pm Evening Worship – Come out and choose your favorite Christmas hymns to sing. We will sing, we will hold prayer, and we will have the word proclaimed.





Congregational Announcements
[bookmark: _Hlk170897966][bookmark: _Hlk146533483][bookmark: _Hlk145320406][bookmark: _Hlk105399457]Thank you – JoAnna and I express our deep thanks for your anonymous, generous gifts. With inflation still affecting us, we were touched by every dollar. Thank you for letting me be your pastor. Merriest Christmas. I hope to be more like Jesus next year. 
Thank You – The Missions Committee would like to express their gratitude to all who gave and prayed for this past year’s Angel tree project. We were able to touch many lives with the love of Christ. 
Thank You - We would like to thank everyone who used the church mail service and sent Christmas greetings to one another. We especially thank the youth group for sorting the cards and faithfully distributing them to the church mailcans. The Youth Group did a great job!
Pastor Away – Pastor Jeff and his family will be away until the new year. If you have any needs, please contact one of the elders. Kevin Chaffee, Ben Hardesty, Jeff Lyden, Mark Oosting, Scott Shepler & Giles te Velde.
Offering Envelopes – The offering envelopes have been distributed to the mailcans by the Deacons. If you would like envelopes or have any concerns  please see a Deacon: Ryan Harteis, Ron Freehauf, Jacob Shepler, Dave D’Angelo, Doug Masters, Ethan Masters & Stephen Hapach.
Wednesday, January 1 We will not be having any morning or evening activities due to it being New Year’s Day. All Wednesday activities will resume on January 8, 2025 
Fairview Food Pantry – For the month of January we would like to restock the shelves with chunky soups, crackers, cereal, oatmeal packets, pancake mix, syrup, spaghetti O’s, can ravioli, can potatoes, can chicken and egg noodles. Monetary donations appreciated at any time.
Installation of Officers – Sunday, January 5, 2025. We will install the newly retained church officers during the 10:45am Worship Service. Pastor Jeff will come with a special message for the new year. May we make this a time of re-dedication as a church to worship faithfully: to witness regularly, to grow spiritually, and serve one another and Christ with sacrificial hearts.
[bookmark: _Hlk182916209]Treasurers – All church treasurers are asked to turn in their books and reports to the church office by Wednesday, January 8, 2025. The auditors will go over the treasurer books and give a report to the Deacons by the end of the month. We want to thank the treasurers, auditors, and Deacons for their faithful work.
Table Talk – The January issue is available in the crossover on the missions table.



Snow Camp – “Back to the 80’s” February 14-16, 2025 Speaker: Tony Carroscia; Worship Leader: Pastor Greg Mead, First Evangelical PCA; Directors Kevin & Nikki Hagan, Gospel Fellowship PCA. 
	Arrival: 6:30pm Friday, February 14 
 	Departure: 1:00pm Sunday, February 16 
	Location: Laurelville Retreat Center 941 Laurelville Lane Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666.
	Pricing $120 Until December 31, 2024. $150 January 1 until January 19, 2025. Register online at:
	https://ascensionpresbytery.churchcenter.com/registrations
[bookmark: _Hlk182915966]Ya-Dult Retreat – College and career young adults ages 18 to 30. Friday, Feb. 28, to Sunday March 2, 2025. Laurelville Retreat Center, Mt. Pleasant, PA. Only $100/person until Dec. 31; $120/ person until Jan. 31; $130/ person after Feb. 1. Singles will use the lodge and marrieds in the motel. Includes 2 nights lodging, 3 meals, 4 worship times, activities & amenities. Register at https://ascensionpresbytery.churchcenter.com/registrations
             Worship Helpers
Worship Leader .........................................Giles te Velde
Audio-Visual …........Gideon te Velde & William Phillips
Musicians................Linda D’Angelo, Hannah Claerbaut                                                               
                                                               & Amy Hardesty
Vocalist ............................................Lindsey Hollabaugh
Children’s Worship .................... Marie & Saphira Fowler  
Nursery……....................Abi Carroscia, Bethany Forton
                                                               & Emma Masters
Greeters ..........................John, Christine & Selah Gallo 
Ushers ………..........................Ed Shaffer, Josh Chaffee
                                 Stephen Hapach & Chase Thoman
Christmas Eve Ushers........Tim Shepler, Jacob Shepler 
                                           John Hooks & Austin Carelli

                 
                              
            Next Week’s Helpers 
Worship Leader ....…..................................Giles te Velde 
Audio–Visual.…...........Willliam Phillips & Jason Dudek
Musicians......................Linda D’Angelo & Josh Sullivan
Vocalist..................................Dan & Rosemaree Sullivan
Nursery.....................................Kristine & Laura Masters  
                                                              & Ginger Carhart
Greeters................Erik & Lindsey Hollabaugh & Family
Ushers………....................Doug Masters, Noah Oosting 
                                        Micah Oosting & Rosh Raines 
[bookmark: _Hlk168310179]
          
[bookmark: _Hlk152159387] 
Sermon NotesPrayers & Praises
“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.” (Romans 12:15)

“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2)

· _____________________________  
  
· _____________________________   
  
· _____________________________ 
  
· _____________________________  
  
· _____________________________   
  
· _____________________________  
  
· _____________________________  
  
· _____________________________  
  
· _____________________________

· _____________________________

· _____________________________

· _____________________________

· _____________________________

· _____________________________

· _____________________________

· _____________________________




“The Forgotten Christmas Story”
Matthew 2:13-15  (p. 1026)
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